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by Carolyne Wright 
Survivalist 
The rifle's beside you like a lover 
when I crawl into bed. The barrel 
gleams in the dark, an acceptable 
emotion. Boxes of ammo shells 
by the nightstand are unconditional 
terms for love. You say 
your aims not calculated, 
not a bargain struck with a father 
training his misaligned sights 
on you, cocking the hammer 
of his numbered days, 
but your personal myth-
the basement stocked with survival rations 
for a world you swear 
you're not a child of 
Every catalogue you open 
subtracts early death 
like a row of bull's-eyes 
from its discount price. 
I flip the light switch on. 
Your eyes blink dreams back 
for the showdown: a Socrates 
hated unto hemlock, a Peter 
crucified head down for love. Already 
I am one of the survivors. 
Carolyne Wright studied at Seattle University and New York 
University, and has master's and doctoral degrees in English 
and Creative Writing from Syracuse University. This poem is 
from Season of Mangoes and Brainflre, which won the rggg Blue 
Lynx Poetry Prize. 
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